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MEDIA RELEASE

N.S.W. ASLEEP AT THE WHEEL ON PRIVACY

1 February 2007
The Privacy Foundation today released a copy of a letter sent to the Premier of N.S.W.

The Government has left the Privacy Commissioner's post vacant for 4 years, since the resignation of the previous Commissioner, Chris Puplick.

“It’s of great concern that N.S.W. appears to have lost the political will to support its privacy regulatory agency at a time when people are being confronted by a host of new threats to privacy and personal information security”, said APF Chair Roger Clarke.
Professor Graham Greenleaf said "It's time for Mr Iemma to resume business, and appoint an appropriate person to a full-time position".  Professor Greenleaf is a Privacy Foundation Board member, and Co-Director of the Cyberspace Law & Policy Centre at UNSW.

The situation in N.S.W. is in stark contrast with that in Victoria.

Victoria's legislation is far clearer and more protective than that in N.S.W.  And Victoria’s first Privacy Commissioner, Paul Chadwick, was well-supported by the Government, and performed very well during his 5-year term.

The APF regrets the long delay in appointing a successor since Mr Chadwick left in July 2006, but welcomes the Victorian Government's current action to fill the post.
The Letter to Mr Iemma is at:

http://www.privacy.org.au/Papers/NSWPremierRePCer-070110.doc
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