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20 September 2004

Mr John Corker

Chair

Australian Privacy Foundation

GPO Box 1196

SYDNEY   NSW   2001

Dear Mr Corker

I am writing on behalf of Coalition Members of Parliament, Senators and candidates, to respond to your recent survey on privacy issues.

The Coalition strongly believes that every Australian has a basic right to privacy.  Accordingly, the Coalition supports effective legislative and other safeguards to ensure that individual rights to privacy are protected.

Indeed, it was the Coalition Government which first extended the scope of the Privacy Act to cover information held by private sector organisations.  

The Coalition Government requires Commonwealth agencies to comply with the Information Privacy Principles established under the Privacy Act.  These Principles provide strict guidance on the purposes for which personal information can be collected; the storage and use of such information; and provide individuals with an entitlement to access records containing personal information.

The Australian Taxation Office and assistance agencies must comply with the Data-matching Program (Assistance and Tax) Act 1990 and guidelines issued by the Federal Privacy Commissioner under the Act to govern the conduct of data-matching using tax file numbers.

In addition, the Health Insurance Commission and the Department of Health and Family Services are bound by the Medicare and Pharmaceutical Benefits Programs privacy guidelines.

As mentioned above, the Coalition Government acted to extend the Privacy Act to cover the private sector, introducing the National Privacy Principles to ensure that private sector organisations operate with clear guidelines relating to the collection, use, storage and disclosure of personal information.  These Principles give individuals a right to know what information a private sector organisation holds about them and a right to correct that information if it is wrong.  

I note that the Coalition Government recently announced a review of the private sector provisions of the Privacy Act to be undertaken by the Federal Privacy Commissioner.  The Attorney‑General has said that the objective of this review will be to ensure that all Australians enjoy appropriate privacy protection without imposing an excessive compliance burden on business.

I am sure the Australian Privacy Foundation will take a close interest in this review and I encourage you to make an appropriate submission outlining your organisations views to the Federal Privacy Commissioner.  

Thank you for the opportunity to outline the views of the Coalition on these important issues.

Throughout the election campaign we will be progressively announcing further policies outlining our vision for Australia’s future. 

Once announced, these policies will be available at www.liberal.org.au and www.nationals.org.au.

Yours sincerely

(Signed)

Brian Loughnane

Federal Campaign Director
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