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G.P.O. Box 1196

Sydney NSW 2001

enquiries@privacy.org.au

http://www.privacy.org.au/

10 January 2007
Mr M. Iemma

Premier of N.S.W.

Level 40 Governor Macquarie Tower,

1 Farrer Place,

SYDNEY NSW 2000

Dear Mr Iemma

RE:   Privacy Commissioner

The Australian Privacy Foundation has been the country's leading public interest voice in the privacy arena since its formation two decades ago.

Your State provided a lead to the Commonwealth and other States in 1975, when it passed Australia's first privacy legislation.  But unfortunately N.S.W. has ceded its lead to Victoria in recent years.

All Australian citizens, not least those in N.S.W., have been subjected to a wide range of new constraints on their freedoms as a result of anti-terrorism measures.

In the lead-up to the election, N.S.W. electors would therefore be delighted to see your Government commit to the rejuvenation of the State's privacy protection apparatus.

Specifically, we propose that you appoint a full-time Privacy Commissioner and a full-time Deputy, together with funding for sufficient research, complaints and support staff.  We believe that this would provide an excellent balance to your Government's law and order platform.

Yours faithfully
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The APF  –  Australia’s leading public interest voice in the privacy arena since 1987

