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G.P.O. Box 1196

Sydney NSW 2001

enquiries@privacy.org.au

http://www.privacy.org.au/

8 January 2007
Mr S.P. Bracks

Premier of Victoria

1 Treasury Place

Melbourne   VIC   3000

Dear Mr Bracks
RE:   Privacy Commissioner
Your State has led the way in privacy protection.  It enacted a straightforward statute.  Its first Privacy Commissioner, Paul Chadwick, skilfully balanced the various interests in relation to matters explicitly within his Office’s scope.  He also provided valuable guidance on other matters relevant to the privacy of Victorians.

But your Government failed to appoint a replacement prior to Mr Chadwick's departure on 29 July 2006, and this despite the fact that it was well-known a long time in advance that his appointment expired at that time and that he would not be seeking a further term.

An even greater disappointment is that your Government has failed to appoint a replacement even 5 months after his departure.

The appointment of an Acting Commissioner is a completely inadequate substitute for making a substantive appointment, irrespective of the quality of the incumbent.  The title of Acting Commissioner denies the full legitimacy that goes with the role, undermines the good that was achieved during the first Commissioner's term, and robs the agency of the time and expertise of its second most senior executive.

The Foundation urges you to take immediate steps to recover the situation, to make an early and appropriate appointment as Commissioner, and to ensure that the Office continues to be well-resourced including at least two current appointments at senior executive level.

Yours faithfully
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Chair, Australian Privacy Foundation

The APF  –  Australia’s leading public interest voice in the privacy arena since 1987

