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5 May 2016
—Media Release—
What is the government really intending to do with our health data?

In the recent budget the Federal Government allocated over $200million in 2016-17 for the Digital
Health Agency to run the My Health Record system (previously known as the Personally Controlled
eHealth Record). This system has been live since 2012 and will have cost well over S2billion by the
end of 2017.

In the same budget there were no estimates as to the reduction in health expenditure that would
result from this significant investment. No benefits next year or for any year.

On the government's website there is a page of "statistics" which includes registration and "usage'
The usage is limited to numbers of uploads. However, for a health record to be useful it needs to
have been accessed, utilised and instrumental in improving health care. So far, there has not been a
single reported use of anyone's health record, nor any reports of how it may have saved money or
improved the quality of health care.

The Minister claimed in a recent press release that:

“If all Australians are signed up to a functioning My Health Record, it is estimated that it could save
5,000 lives per year and could help avoid:

2 million primary care and outpatient visits
500,000 emergency department visits
310,000 hospital admissions”

Yet she is not bold enough to include any financial savings whatsoever in budget estimates.

This is reminiscent of the Arthur Conan Doyle story “Silver Blaze" in which the dog didn’t bark. It's
not what is being said, it's what's not being said.

No access, no downloads, no financial savings, just an enormous risk to patient privacy.

Media Contact:

Dr Bernard Robertson-Dunn

Australian Privacy Foundation

Chair Health Committee

Mobile 0411 157 113

Bernard.Robertson-Dunn@privacy.org.au

APF website:

https://www.privacy.org.au/

For a rundown on all the features of the My Health Record the government doesn't speak of see:
https://www.privacy.org.au/Campaigns/MyHR/info.html

Health Minister Sussan Ley's Media Release
http://sussanley.com/my-health-record-gets-one-million-more-reasons-to-sign-up/
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