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MEDIA RELEASE

APF’s Election Challenge

The APF issued a challenge to the major parties to stand up for privacy.  With the results now in, only the Democrats and Greens are on their feet.

“Labor put its hand up for more time to consider the question, but the Coalition parties did not budge from their chairs”, said APF Chair John Corker.

The APF asked the parties to respond to a series of questions about the risks to privacy posed by government, business, and new technology.  All said that privacy is important, but the major parties offered very little, and the huge cash handouts that have been touted during the campaign don’t include any more resources for the Privacy Commissioner.

“No one doubts that governments need to take precautions against terrorism, crime and fraud”, said spokesman Roger Clarke.  “But putting us all under more and more scrutiny is not the answer.  There has to be a balance between keeping us safe and preserving our freedoms. Where are the policies to safeguard us from unfair and unnecessary intrusion?”.

“The amount of intrusion we have into our lives should be determined by how we want to live.  It should be carefully and openly weighed up against the impact on privacy.  It should not be determined by what is expedient or technologically possible”, he said.

The major political parties have exempted themselves from Australia’s limited privacy laws, including the anti-spam law.
A summary of the parties’ responses is at:

http://www.privacy.org.au/Papers/ElChallRes04.html
and the parties’ individual responses can be downloaded from that page.
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The Australian Privacy Foundation has been an effective advocate for privacy protections since 1987, representing the public interest to governments, corporations and industry associations

